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From the Prior Lake-Sprine

Lake Watershed District: -
Stormwater Management and
Flood Mitigation Study accepted

As a result of the 2014 flooding, a Stormwater
Management and Flood Mitigation Study was initi-
ated with Barr Engineering serving as consultant. The
Study was sponsored by the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District and City of Prior Lake in collabo-
ration with Spring Lake Township. The Study was
comprised of four project phases: Update the Water-
shed’s model: identify flood reduction options; evalu-
ate flood reduction options; and develop an imple-
mentation plan.

Policymakers representing the three entities dgreed
upon four goals: Protect public safety and maintain
cmergency access; protect public utility infrastruc-
ture; maintain traffic flow through the County Road
21 corridor and maintain access to private properties.
Out of an initial list of 20 alternatives, the policymak-
ers Selected three to implement: actively manage the
Prior Lake Outlet; enhance protection; and secure up-

_per watershed storage. Actively managing the Prior |

Lake Outlet is considered a short-term goal and is the

responsibility of the District. The Distriot will createa
process to analyze weather forecasts, storage capacity

of existing wetlands and lakes, and flooding potential
as part of updating its procedure to open the Outlet
Structure’s low-flow gate. Currently, the District is
authorized by the Department of Natural Resources
to open the low-flow gate in response to snowmelt in
the spring only.
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The City of Prior Lake will lead efforts to coordinate
temporary enhanced protection measures during flood
events. The City will develop a written policy which
will be reviewed and adopted by the City Council.

Secure upper watershed storage is a long-term
goal. This goal will identify potential storage areas
that could provide flood damage reduction as well as
provide water quality improvement benefits. The stor-
age areas will be carefully considered with a key fac-
tor -- the willingness of landowners to participate in a
program to create storage areas. «

A copy of the complete Stormwater Management
and Flood Mitigation Study.is available at www.plsl-
wd.org/flood-study. The website also has information
about the entire project. .
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