CLIMATE CHANGE SCULPTS A
NEW FUTURE FOR MINNESOTA
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would mean a ripple effect
into countless other parts of
Minnesota life. The famously
harsh “Minnesota Winter”
will no longer have as much
snow or ice, which means
both humans and animals
will pass the cold months dif-
ferently. It means changes for
the way Minnesota farmers
produce their crops. It means
changes in which plants and
animals can survive in Min-
nesota at all. It would mean
Minnesota life as we know
it would be completely dif-
ferent.

“A future Minnesota
would probably not be recog-
nizable to Minnesotans now,”
Potter said.

ICE TIME

Minnesota’s future cli-
mate is looking milder, wet-
ter and overall, less icy. Prior
Lake isn’t the only place
where people keep track of
ice in and out dates. The
Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources has a com-
prehensive map of when local
lakes freeze over and thaw,
with some of the data points
going back to the 1800s. Over
the past 30 years or so, lakes
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MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
This is a map based on the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources’ ice out data from 1980.

www.plamerican.com | Prior Lake American

2017 Lake Ice Out Dates

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
This map based on the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources’ ice out data from 2017.
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Minnesota monthly temperature anomalies
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Histogram of monthly average temperatures in Minnesota and their monthly
change from the historical 1951-1980 monthly average. The blue bars show the
historic baseline, and red shows 1987-2016 monthly averages.

gradually toward losing their
ice before March 18.

That can mean a number
of things for local lakes. For
one: more vegetation.

“Depending on the ice
thickness, you can have

vegetation growing under
+thao ciirfFacre ? caid Kathrvn
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Temperature anomaly in degrees F

Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
District. Last year, Prior
Lake had late ice ins and ear-
ly ice outs, which led to more
rampant vegetation growth.
More vegetation can actually
be good for water quality, but
not necessarily for quality of
life che caid
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BY SAM POTTER

she said.

And besides that, other
things tend to survive less icy
winters, too — like diseases
and invasive species.

Not least significant: ice
is part of Minnesota winters.
It’s a must for ice fishing,
skating. hockey and other
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