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2013 PLSLWD Carp Management Plan 

Goals  
1. Estimate carp density in major PLSLWD lakes. 
2. Reduce carp density to first 100, then 30 lb. per acre in major PLSLWD lakes. 

Carp management addresses two of the five District goals – water quality and habitat creation.  It 
can also be managed in such a way as to address a third goal – data collection and dissemination.   

Common carp (just carp, for the rest of the plan) are invasive bottom-feeding fish, which tend to 
uproot aquatic macrophytes; a lack of macrophytes in lake systems can lead to the plant 
community being dominated by free-floating algae, which is generally undesirable for aquatic 
recreation.  Carp also tend to reproduce uncontrollably in Midwestern lakes and live for decades, 
which allows them to displace most or all of the native fish population in some cases. 

Unfortunately, the extent of damage caused by carp in PLSLWD lakes is unknown.  Scientific 
literature generally agrees that concentrations should be kept below 100 lb. of carp per acre, and 
ideally below 30 lb. per acre, but attempts to measure carp population have thus far been 
unsuccessful.  It is known that at least 2,000 carp live in Spring Lake, with an average weight of 
approximately 12 lb.  There is also strong anecdotal evidence that carp are abundant in Fish Lake, 
Jeffers Pond, and especially Arctic Lake, which is virtually devoid of aquatic vegetation. 

Past Activities 
In the winter of 2011-2012 the PLSLWD hired Don Geyer, who successfully seined over 2,000 carp, 
1,752 of which were tagged with plastic (not radio) tags and released.  These efforts were aided by 
volunteers from the U of M and the PLSAS EcoTeam.  Once later that season, and twice in the 
following 2012-2013 winter season, Mr. Geyer attempted and failed to recapture carp in Spring 
Lake.  The next successful capture of carp was a bowfishing tournament held by the District in May 
of 2013, which resulted in 107 carp captured on Spring and Prior lakes. 

Proposed Activities and Budget 
In 2014 the PLSLWD will continue with standard seining attempts in Spring Lake, while focusing on 
using new research from Dr. Peter Sorensen to estimate carp populations with electrofishing in 
Spring and Arctic lakes.  Based on the results of the population estimate, in 2015 the District may 
choose to A) continue seining and sampling populations; B) begin radio tagging fish to improve the 
effectiveness of carp seining; or C) for smaller lakes, consider working with the DNR on applying 
rotenone and restocking the lake, while installing fish exclusion barriers.  Additionally, in 2015 the 
District will contract for electrofishing population estimates in Prior and Fish lakes. 

Electrofishing a single lake costs approximately $4,000 (plus analysis to determine the population).  
Seining costs depend upon weight of carp caught, but at $0.20 per pound a standard haul of 
approximately 20,000 lb. of carp costs $4,000 (plus approximately $350 in insurance expenses per 
attempt).  Fish exclusion barriers can vary, but design and construction costs may be between 



 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

$3,000 and $5,000.  Rotenone costs approximately $60 per acre-foot treated; and radio tagging 
costs have yet to be determined. 

Activity 2014 Budget 

(Plan) 

2014 Anticipated 

Expenditure 

2015 Budget 

(Plan) 

2015 Anticipated 

Expenditure 

Population Estimate $10,000  $10,000  

  Electrofishing  $8,500  $8,500 

Fish Removal $20,000  $20,000  

  Spring Lake Seine  $4,700  $4,700 

  Fish Lake Seine  $4,700   

  Arctic Lake Seine/Rotenone    $12,000 

  Fish Barriers  $5,000  $5,000 

Total $30,000 $22,900 $30,000 $30,200 

 


