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Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District 

Citizen Advisory Committee 
 

Thursday October 29, 2015 6:30-8 p.m.  
PL City Hall, 4646 Dakota Street SE Prior Lake, MN 55372 

 

Our mission is to manage and preserve the water resources of the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District to the best of our 
ability using input from our communities, sound engineering practices, and our ability to efficiently fund beneficial projects which 

transcend political jurisdictions. 

The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) consists of residents who provide input and 

recommendations to the Board on projects, reports, prioritization and act as the primary interface for the Board to address the current 

issues of concern of the local citizens. 

CAC Members present: Steve Pany, Liz Schramm, Jodi Sees 

Others present: Marianne Breitbach, PLSLWD Vice President; Katheryn Keller-Miller, PLSLWD Staff Member 

I. 6:32 p.m. meeting called to order – Chair Steve Pany 

II. Approved Agenda 

III. Watershed District Projects update / Discussion topics: 

1 Possible funding for Water Quality Improvement Award (Slogan- Every Drop Matters) 

 Jodi will contact Diane about adding sponsorship and funding for the project to the 

next watershed district meeting. This would be an annual event so the funding 

would need to be memorialized to ensure it is funded annually going forward. 

 Jodi will also contact the high school to see if a student could help with the logo 

design. Could also look for a graphic artist to volunteer to do it.   

 Looking for $500 total from the PLSLWD, LAC/City, Scott County SWCD, PL 

Association and the SL Association. The money would go towards a $100, $75, and 

$50 First, Second and Third prize awards as well as printing brochures and yard 

sign costs. 

 Timeline: Nov./Dec./Jan.- project planning and logo, brochure, yard sign design; 

Feb. - produce brochures, prepare advertising; March/April – Advertise in all 

newspapers, online, social media, businesses, schools, all environmental themed 

classes/demonstrations (Blue Thumb programs etc.); May-Sept. – water quality 

improvement projects occur by citizens, businesses, groups, organizations. 

Sept./Oct. - nominations, winner selection and awards given. 

2 Review: Project tour: Ferric Chloride, Spring Lake Parcel Shoreline project, 12/17 Wetland 

project. 

 Positive feedback on the most recent tour of the Ferric Chloride system– well 

organized, presenters did a good job of explaining and were informative. Kathryn 

handed out the brochures that were provided at the tour.  

3 Review of joint meeting with Lake Advisory Committee: Went well although only one 

member of the LAC was there. Will do it again next year. 

4 Staffing Watershed District 

 Added Kathryn full time in late August. She was an intern over the summer.  

 Also added Andrea Slotke, a Green Corps Member for the year. 

5 Spring Lake shoreline restoration project timeline. 

 Kathryn reported that there was a meeting with residents living near the Shoreline 

Project. She felt it was informative. Five people came. They had general concerns 
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as well as a concern about an increase in snowmobilers in the area because of the 

brush removal.  

 Permit application just submitted for “right of way” access.  

 The stairs and dock are on hold for now as compliance with ADA is researched. 

The steepness of the shoreline makes it difficult in any case. Interpretive signs are 

being discussed for viewing from both the street and lake access. 

 The timeline is: Brush removal this fall by GRG (Green River Greening); in spring 

GRG will finish prepping the site; in the 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 week in May GRG in conjunction 

with Three Rivers Parks will organize a volunteer event to seed (they will also be 

seeding the Spring Lake Park shoreline). Thereafter, GRG will follow-up to ensure 

everything is going well. 

6 Flood study update 

 A strategy or goal needs to be decided upon with regard to what level of protection 

is wanted and then appropriate implementation steps can be planned. For example, 

do we want a high level of flood protection or similar steps that were taken with the 

most recent flooding but be better organized and responsive?  

 The second advisory group meeting and third public meeting have yet to be held. 

7 Outlet repair status. 

 Tree removal starts this week. There was a delay because of rebidding due to initial 

high quotes. 

 Hopefully repairing culverts and crossings will be done this winter. Once the lake 

gets to 902.5 ft water stops going out of the outlet. 

 Work is being done on easements along the outlet channel as some spots don’t have 

them. The original easements were written up from aerial photos. In addition the 

channel has moved. 

8 Kathryn said she and Maggie also did conservation easement compliance checking in the 

developments this summer. They found that there were many violations with the most being 

mowing on them, dumping of yard waste and fire pits or landscaping. Violators often didn’t 

realize they had easements and/or weren’t aware of easement requirements. 

9 Review of Saturday 10/24 Clean up event. 

 Although only half of the expected volunteers showed up (assuming due to bad 

weather), an estimated 2.8 tons of leaves were collected. 

 The use of tarps instead of bags worked out better. The city picked up the tarps of 

leaves took them to the SMSC’s composting center. 

 Amber did a great job, as usual! 

10 Marianne attended the quarterly Metro MAWD meeting. She brought handouts of the 

Capitol Region Water District newsletter highlighting an Adopt a Storm Drain program. She 

thought we could incorporate something like that into our Water Quality Improvement 

program. She suggested that the woman that runs it could talk to us and the LAC about the 

program. We agreed. There was a strong positive response to the Adopt a Storm Drain idea. 

Steve mentioned that Prior Lake also has an Adopt a Park program that we could encourage 

and roll into our program as well. 

IV. Next meeting is Dec. 10 (no meeting in November) 

V. 7:55 p.m. adjourned 


