
 

Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District 

Citizen Advisory Committee 
 

May 29, 2014 
Prior Lake City Hall 

4646 Dakota Street SE Prior Lake, MN 55372 

Our mission is to manage and preserve the water resources of the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District to the best 
of our ability using input from our communities, sound engineering practices, and our ability to efficiently fund beneficial 

projects which transcend political jurisdictions. 

 

CAC Members present: Adam Fitzpatrick, Steve Pany, Kim Silvernagel, Roger Wahl and Jim 

Weninger 

 

Others present: Meghan Litsey, PLSLWD; Marianne Breitbach, PLSLWD Board Member; 

Diane Lynch, PLSLWD District Administrator and Bill Schmokel, resident. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. 

 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

The agenda was approved. 

 

2. District Topics 

a. Carp Tournament on Saturday, May 31
st
 at Captain Jack’s. Meghan will return and 

manage it for PLSLWD 

 There is a 10:00 a.m. check-in and a 3:00 p.m. weigh-in 

 There will be an awards ceremony at 4:00 p.m.  

b. New Administrator, Diane Lynch  

 The CAC welcomed Diane to the meeting 

 She will be hiring one staff person and will do a gap analysis to determine what 

skill sets are needed 

 The CAC will meet with the PLSLWD Board of Managers at 7:30 p.m. on June 

10, which is after their meeting    

c.  Carp Seining 

 The carp are not schooling yet, so the District may need to wait until September to 

seine 

 Electrofishing will be scheduled for June 

d.  Buck Lake Project 

 Feasibility & cost 

 

 



 Barr Engineering did a presentation. Buck Lake feeds a lot of phosphorus to 

Spring Lake 

 Treatment plant to “filter” the water by way of a treatment and releasing it back to 

a channel 

 Would need easements from property owners. The cost for easements is not in the 

first estimate 

 There was some discussion about other alternatives 

 A flowchart showing loading was reviewed 

 What about targeting the highest load per year for reduction (i.e., Sutton and 

Swamp Lakes)? 

 What about the high density urban areas? Homeowner associations/residents are 

hiring lawn services, which use fertilizers 

 How does the Soil and Water Conservation Service fit in? They partner with the 

Watershed 

 Tanner’s Lake is another lake that Barr Engineering did some work on. It may be 

a good lake for the District to look at 

 Testing of Spring Lake 

 Water samples have been taken and they are being analyzed 

 When can the Watershed publish an article with year-to-year data on 

phosphorus levels?  

      

3. Committee Discussions 

a. Volunteers are ready for the Carp Tourney 

b. CAC advisory list of comments & changes. Steve will resend it to the CAC for 

review 

c. Workshop for the Watershed is at 4:30 p.m., the Board meets at 6:00 p.m. and the 

CAC meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 10 at Prior Lake City Hall 

d. Community outreach and lake stewardship.  

 Meghan did articles for the Prior Lake American. CAC can also write 

Letters to the Editor. If members want to write an article on behalf of the 

CAC, please run it by Diane Lynch 

 School projects have opportunities 

 Stenciling programs. Pete Young at the City can provide the stencils and 

paint 

e.  Water hazards 

 If the Prior Lake Outlet Channel is blocked with tree limbs or causing 

water to flow at a bank, contact the Watershed. 

 CAC suggested the Watershed secure easements on the Spring Lake 

channel similar to the Prior Lake Outlet Channel so that work can be done 

as needed 



 Several members discussed floating bogs on their shorelines. The DNR 

does not assist with these. The CAC suggested that they contact the Spring 

Lake Association and ask them to develop a plan and identify a person to 

call 

f. Soil testing 

 Seven farmers in the Upper Watershed voluntarily tested their soils and it 

was analyzed as part of the Farmer-Led Council. There will be more 

discussion at the Watershed’s workshop on June 10. 

 

4. Final Comments 

a. Jim Weninger. The City wants homeowners to water their lawns using lake water. 

The Watershed could support the City through a letter of support, etc. There will 

be a public hearing on the regulations and control of marinas, associations on the 

lake, etc. 

b. Bill Schmokel. He likes the idea of studying the upper watershed. 

c. Adam Fitzpatrick. There should be more talk about water quantity, along with 

clarity: what floods and where. Water coming in and going out—is it measured? 

d. Diane Lynch. Bruce Thorsen did not reapply for a manager’s position. There was 

one application received and that candidate is being interviewed 

e. Marianne Breitbach. She presented three reports that could be reviewed by the 

CAC: Watershed District Handbook, Water Resources Management Plan for the 

PLSLWD 2010-2019 and the Joint Powers Agreement for Construction, Use, 

Operation and Maintenance of the Prior Lake Outlet Channel and Outlet 

Structure. Steve suggested that the CAC receive a copy of each for the CAC to 

review. Members agreed that they would like an overview of the Management 

Plan for the next meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  


