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Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District 
Citizen Advisory Committee 

 
February 23, 2012 6:30pm 

Prior Lake City Hall 
Parkview Room 

14070 Commerce Ave NE, Prior Lake, MN 55372 
 

Board of Managers: Craig Gontarek, President; William Kallberg, Vice President; 
William Schmokel, Secretary; Greg Aamodt, Treasurer; Bruce Thorsen, Manager 

 
 
CAC members present: Steve Pany, Paul Krueger, Jim Weninger 
CAC members absent: Larry Rundell, Kim Silvernagel, Roger Wahl 
Others present: Stacy Sass, PLSLWD staff; Alex Gehrig, Minnesota Waters 
 
Meeting began at 6:30pm 
 
6:30 Review of Last Meeting Notes   

No comments were made regarding the previous meetings minutes.  

6:40 Approval of Agenda 
Agenda was approved as presented.  

 

6:45 Old Business  
1. Education and Outreach 

Steve Pany updated the group on the next few topics he will be submitting articles 

on, one regarding what does impairment mean and how do we address it, and one 

regarding aquatic vegetation and proper treatment of it. Stacy Sass gave an update 

regarding a recent staff brainstorming meeting with Steve including the concept of 

incorporating specific information regarding active District programs and projects 

into Steve’s articles to provide awareness of what the District is active in.   

2. Board Meeting Update 

Stacy Sass proceeded to provide an update on the previous Board meeting and the 

happenings of the District since the last meeting.  The Iron Chloride facility has 

received a temporary permit to operate in 2012; however the District is evaluating 

its options and costs to operate it in 2012 due to remaining unknowns with long 

term permitting and a lack of snowpack and ground moisture.  The desiltation basin 

maintenance project was underway this month and included the excavation of 
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12,000 cubic yards of sediment that has accumulated since the last maintenance 12 

years ago. The carp tagging event on Spring Lake went well with roughly 1750 fish 

tagged. The next step will be to do a second seining next winter when the ice is safe 

again or electrofishing in the summer to obtain a population estimate. The 

population will then inform the level of effort needed to address carp management 

within the system. The Spring and Upper Prior Lake TMDL Implementation Plan was 

approved by the Board at its February meeting and has been submitted to the 

MPCA for their approval. An update was given regarding the sanitary sewer 

extension to Sunset Avenue along Spring Lake, specifically that it has been moved 

up on the implementation schedule and the District has been in contact with Spring 

Lake Township and the City of Prior Lake on the project. 

 

3. Administrator/Facilitator Review of Previous Meeting Action Planning 

Stacy Sass provided a factsheet from the MN DNR regarding riparian rights and 

waters of the state as an informative item from the discussion at the previous 

meeting. Alex Gehrig provided a summary of the action planning items regarding 

Spring Lake Water Level Management from the previous meeting.  

 

7:15 New Business  
 

1. Lower Prior Diagnostic Study Outreach 

Alex Gehrig informed the group that he will be working with Nat Kale, PLSLWD staff, 

to coordinate a few outreach meetings regarding the Lower Prior Diagnostic Study. 

The first meeting will present the results of the study and is planned for April. The 

second meeting will be in the fall and showcase some of the action items that are 

planned as a result of the study. Alex requested the group’s assistance in getting the 

word out to the local citizens once these meetings are scheduled. 

 

2. Action Planning Update 

Alex Gehrig led the group in discussion regarding potential outcomes desired, 

potential barriers to those outcomes and action items related to Watershed 

Development.  Specifics regarding the discussion will be tabulated in a handout by 

Alex. A summary included a desire to implement the planning documents and 

regulations that are in place to protect the natural resources when development 

pressures being to build again. Specifically with regard to the District’s Wetland 

Plan, the Spring Lake Township Low Impact Development strategy and District Rules 

that are currently being revised. Possible barriers included economic pressures to 

deviate from the plans and standards, as well as coordination concerns between 

local governing authorities. Action items include keeping informed of development 

items as they occur and encouraging staff and LGUs to implement and enforce the 

standards to the benefit of the resources. 
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8:00 Final Questions / Comments and Adjourn 
Stacy Sass invited the group to attend sediment coring event to be done by 
researchers at the University of St. Thomas and the St. Croix Watershed 
Research Station this Saturday morning beginning on Spring Lake at 8:00am 
and moving to Prior Lake after that. Stacy also proposed to the group the 
project of completing a photographic shoreline inventory of Spring Lake, 
similar to that which is on file for Prior Lake. This would be best done when 
the trees are free of leaves in the early spring once the ice is out. The group 
was encouraged to consider volunteering for the project or passing along the 
names of any they think may be interested. Jim Weninger noted that 
completing the survey in early spring may be misleading due to the unusually 
large amount of ice ridges that have occurred this winter.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.  
 


